
 

Dear Naomi, 

Thank you for your participation in the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey and your support of Birds 
Canada.  
 
It is with regret that I inform you that all Birds Canada 2020 surveys have been cancelled for the time 
being due to the current COVID-19 crisis. 

I fully respect and admire everyone's dedication to the program.  You have helped compile important 
loon data that are helping to inform conservation action.  But, this year's situation is just too risky and 
uncertain to continue with data collection.  The health and safety of our volunteers and our staff 
is our first priority.  You can read Birds Canada's policy here.  
 
At this time, we do not know the full impact that COVID-19 will have on the 2020 Canadian Lakes 
Loon Survey.  All 2020 registrations will be forwarded automatically to the 2021 season – 
regardless of how 2020 unfolds. 
 
I will be in touch to let you know when the situation changes. 
 
In the meantime, Dr. Doug Tozer, our Director of Waterbirds and Wetlands, asked me to let you all 
know that "one year of missing data in a long-term dataset does not have much of an impact on our 
ability to calculate trends over many years."  So even though we remain uncertain about how things 
will turn out this year, I suggest that we all look forward to a successful 2021 season and the 
continuation of our long-term data collection.  
 
COVID-19 gives us a unique opportunity to learn at home when we can’t get to the cottage or lake. 
We are considering providing digital opportunities to our CLLS participants but we need to know your 
interest and needs. If you are interested in webinars on any loon-related subject with opportunities 
for questions and answers, please complete the here. 
 
Also, on a positive note, I am delighted to announce the completion of the new Birds Canada 
website, the new CLLS webpage, plus your loon survey data and volunteer profiles are now 
available through the new CLLS volunteer portal. The new online data entry system will be 
finished for next year, and should work across all operating systems and all web browsers. 



Enjoying our natural world is important for our mental and physical health.  So while you may 
not be able to participate in the CLLS this year, I hope that you will consider opportunities that do not 
require you to travel, such as birding on the property where you reside - be it on your farm or from 
your front porch, yard, or a balcony.  I recommend visiting our newest webpage "The Roost" for 
ideas.  Check it often as we continue to add to it. Following the Birds Canada policy on outdoor work 
under COVID-19, you can report the birds and wildlife you see from your own backyard to 
various programs such as Project NestWatch, Project FeederWatch, eBird, FrogWatch Canada, 
iNaturalist, eButterfly or other online databases. 

Wishing the best to you, your family, friends and community. Please stay safe. 

Kathy Jones 
Volunteer Manager,  
Canadian Lakes Loon Survey 
volunteer@birdscanada.org 

 


